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Abstract

Discussions on the implications of the Fall and its meaning in relation to
humanity’s likeness to God’s image, underwent tremendous transformations in
Christendom after the Reformation. Inevitably, interpretations of the implications
vary between different denominations.

The composition of this paper is as follows: The first section focuses on biblical
and theological studies of God’s image and likeness. The second section is an
in-depth discussion on the significance of psychological and scientific discoveries
associated with Christian archetype and resilience to adversity. Lastly, the paper
addresses pastoral counseling methods for a step-by-step practical application.

This paper proposes two major themes: The first is that the image and the
likeness of God possess unique implications for each individual aspect. The second
theme demonstrates how the nature of pastoral counseling is the renewal of God'’s
image in an individual. God’s image is the core of Christian anthropology and
archetype, and it is the foundation of sanctification and pastoral counseling.

Key Terms: God’s image, God’s likeness, sanctification/theosis, resilience,
archetype, pastoral counseling



